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MESSAGE FROM
THE DIRECTOR
Our lives are, unfortunately, still dominated by the pandemic. Covid-19
has had consequences for primates and their conservation because
the virus can be transmitted to primates from humans. Unfortunately,
our funding was affected because of the closure of the European
captive facilities which provide much of the funding for our work.
However, many made a huge effort to make a contribution to our work
and we are extremely grateful for their efforts. Education and
awareness activities came to a halt and we sadly had to say goodbye
to our wonderful urban education officer, Rachida. We wish her all the
very best in her new position.

MESSAGE FROM
THE DIRECTOR

A devastating forest fire destroyed the south west flank of the forest in
August killing lots of wildlife including Barbary macaques. The BMAC team
worked with villagers, forestry rangers, the fire service and others to help put
out the blaze. We are monitoring the groups affected which may not be as
severely affected as we feared due to the mild winter.

Worse news was to come in the late summer, when President of BMAC,
Ahmed El Harrad was diagnosed with cancer. He is still undergoing treatment
for his condition but the prognosis is very positive and we are confident he
will make a full recovery and be back in the forest when he is able.

The BMAC education team managed to get lots done before lockdown
began in the spring. The BMAC field team live close to Bouhachem forest, so
they were able to continue their work monitoring the macaques.

COVID-19 AND
BARBARY MACAQUES
IN MOROCCO
International tourism is very important in Morocco and the country has suffered
economically like many others due to the Covid-19 pandemic curtailing
international and national travel.Keeping Barbary macaques as pets or photo
props in illegal in Morocco but wildlife protection laws are patchily enforced.
For example, the Barbary macaque photo touts plying their trade in Jmaa El
Fnaa in Marrakech have a special dispensation to do so because the tourist
authorities believe the exploitation of an Endangered primate contributes to
the somewhat Disneyfied ambience of the square which is what attracts
tourists. The practice is so embedded that when tourism is discussed in the
media, the article is often accompanied by a tourist and a photo prop Barbary
macaque. Such coverage normalises the exploitation of an Endangered
primate in the eyes of both national and international tourists who perceive the
exploitation of primates as photo props as an acceptable practice.

COVID-19 AND
BARBARY MACAQUES
IN MOROCCO
BMAC has written to the head of public safety and health in Marrakech urging
them to withdraw the dispensation for these photo touts because when normal
activity resumes there may be a risk of Covid-19 transmission (as well as other
diseases) between tourists and photo prop macaques. If the permit is
rescinded it will be an extremely important step in the eradication of the trade
in Barbary macaques as most Moroccans buy their macaques via the photo
touts in Marrakech.

COVID-19 AND
BARBARY MACAQUES
IN MOROCCO
BMAC collaborates with the Dept of Forestry to confiscate illegally held macaques.
Almost all confiscated macaques are now taken to a designated centre near
Casablanca. Our normal practice was to release suitable confiscates to wild
groups in Bouhachem forest in the Rif where they were immediately adopted by
adult males. Since the outbreak of the pandemic, we felt it necessary to stop the
release of infants into wild groups due to our concerns about the potential risks of
Covid-19 transmission between people, infant macaques and wild macaques. This
means that we transport all confiscated macaques to the Dream Village Zoo,
Mohammedia. There, they are well looked after and all the BMAC confiscates of
2020 are now integrated in one group with a young female macaque.

COVID-19 AND
BARBARY MACAQUES
IN MOROCCO
In September 2020, we received reports about people opportunistically obtaining
and attempting to sell infant Barbary macaques in areas popular with Moroccan
tourists in the Rif region. Three macaques were confiscated and the vendors fined

€1,000 each. We are very concerned that due to severely reduced tourist activity
and the lack of financial support for those working in the industry we will
encounter more examples of people trying to augment their reduced incomes by
selling infant macaques. Additionally, tourism authorities are concentrating on
attracting Moroccan tourists to “staycation” in major cities and resorts which may
encourage increased exploitation of macaques as photo props. We remain alert
to the possibility of an increase in macaque exploitation and what this may mean
for Barbary macaque conservation and welfare as well as human and primate
health in Morocco. We are very hopeful that we will be able to resume our
education activities in 2021 to raising awareness about the Barbary macaque and
its Endangered status.

EDUCATION AND
AWARENESS
In early 2020, the BMAC Education and Awareness team organised and
delivered information sharing workshops in collaboration with the Department
of Forestry. We conducted workshops in nine cities with a total of 180
attendees representing over 80 environment associations. We informed
attendees about our large collection of education materials and distributed
examples, talking about how we used them to raise awareness about the
Barbary macaque in both urban and rural areas. Rachida and Ahmed Chetuan
delivered lessons to 900 pupils in six schools before lockdown began. We also
began the mammoth task of organising a BMAC Bouhachem Football
tournament which we had to postpone due to Covid. We are hoping this will
take place in 2021.

OTHER NEWS
BMAC accepted an invitation to join the CSOS Biodiversity Alliance where
African civil societies work together on environmental issues.

BMAC director, Sian Waters, talked about the potential effects of Covid-19 on
the illegal trade in primates in a webinar about Cercopithecines, People and
Covid-19. You can view the webinar here:
https://humanprimateinteractions.wpcomstaging.com/webinar-june-2020/

SUPPORTERS
Huge thanks to our 2020 donors and to all our volunteers.

Austria: Vienna Zoo

England: Trentham Monkey Forest

Finland: Helsinki Zoo

France: Beauval Nature; Association of French Zoos; La Vallee des Singes;
Foret des Singes; La Montagne des Singes

Germany: Affenberg Salem; NaturZoo Rheine

Gibraltar: Wild Act, Alameda Wildlife Conservation Park

Italy: ARCA Foundation, Parco Natura Viva

Netherlands: Gaia Nature Fund, GaiaZoo

Scotland: Blair Drummond Safari Park

USA: Department of the Interior, International Technical Assistance Programme

Wales: Folly Farm

