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Note from the Director 

Dear Friends and Supporters, 

Thanks to our donors, we were able to undertake many activities in 2018. 
We are very grateful for all the support we receive as we couldn’t do any of 
the work we report here without it. Our survey work is now finished but we 
must now write up and publish the results, which we hope to do later this 
year. The outlook for Barbary macaques in Bouhachem is very bright and the 
other population is also looking fairly healthy.  

We continued with our education and awareness work, spending more time 
participating in public activities in 2018 and reaching thousands of 
Moroccans with our Barbary macaque conservation message. Thanks to new 
donors coming on board in 2019, we will be able to again employ a city 
education officer.  

Our international profile increased with the publication of various papers 
and media attention regarding our successful approach in combating the 
illegal macaque trade in our region and we were delighted to welcome 
visits from donors to the project. 

We look forward to 2019 being another successful year for our activities and 
wish to thank all our donors for their support as well as all our supporters in 
Morocco and around the world. We couldn’t do it without you! 

Dr Sian Waters



Education and Awareness 

We conducted more workshops in the Middle and High Atlas Mountains 
with interested NGOs training them to use our education materials. We 
also visited a school in Azrou to talk about Barbary macaques and were 
surprised to discover that the children had little knowledge of the animals 
that live so close by. We participated in large public events in Martil and 
Mdiq reaching more than 10,000 Moroccans with our conservation 
message.  In May we were invited to hold an event for International 
Macaque Week in Azguru in Ifrane national Park.  We would like to thank 
the High Commission for Water and Forests for organising this event. We 
also participated in a school activity to mark International Rabies 
Awareness Day in the area of Tayenza close to Bouhachem. We are 
grateful to the Tétouan provincial section of EL ONSA for this invitation. 



Field Activities 

We continued with our survey of Bouhachem and Talessemetane 
identifying new locations for macaques which have not previously been 
documented. The survey has taken us longer than we anticipated due to 
the difficulty of the terrain particularly the river catchments of the western 
Rif. The team have worked very hard in difficult conditions to finalise the 
survey and we hope to publish the results in late 2019. 

We also visited Gourougou close to the north eastern city of Nador in April. 
Gourougou is an ancient volcanic massif above the city. The massif is a site 
of special biological and ecological interest. Barbary macaques were 
introduced there in the 1980s and we wanted to see how they were doing. 
The answer to that is they are doing fine. We will return to the area in 
spring 2019 to conduct a more thorough census and to investigate the 
level of threats to the population from illegal trade and tourism. 



We are also having a trial of camera traps (funding provided by 
GaiaZoo in The Netherlands) as a potential aid in our survey work. 
While we get lots of shots of macaques, we also capture other 
wildlife off their guard. We particularly like the photo of the wild 
boar family relaxing in their mud wallow.



Fighting the Illegal Exploitation of Barbary Macaques in the Rif 

During our visit to Gourougou, we came across a closed cafe which had a 
small, dirty cage at the back. In this cage, we found four macaques (two 
adults and two juveniles). From the fearful behaviour of these monkeys, 
we believe they had been stolen from their wild group.  We called the 
relevant authorities but they weren’t interested in doing anything for the 
macaques. We then opened the cage door, withdrew and watched the 
macaques return to the wild where they belong. 



In a final success story, we managed to confiscate a photo prop macaque 
whose owner had eluded us for sometime in the summer of 2017. This time, 
he couldn’t avoid us and we confiscated the macaque. This macaque was too 
old to be released to the wild so we transported him the Temara Zoo in Rabat. 

Very good news is that the habitual photo tout who plied his trade in the 
Atlantic seaside resort of Asilah has now given up exploiting macaques after 
having had three monkeys confiscated by BMAC.  Without the support and 
action of the Moroccan public many of these macaques would still be held in 
horrible conditions, so thank you to everyone who had called or written to 
report Barbary macaques being exploited in Moroccan cities and towns.

In contrast to the lack of interest by the authorities in Nador in the above 
example, the rapid confiscation of a young macaque being exhibited in a small 
cage outside a cafe in the city was very heartening. The macaque was reported 
to us by a concerned citizen and we reported it to the High Commission directly. 
Within hours, we heard it had been confiscated. Facebook can be a very useful 
tool in the fight against the illegal macaque trade in Morocco! 

In June, we were alerted by the Moroccan public to a young macaque being 
sold by young men in the centre of Tétouan. When Ahmed El Harrad 
approached the site, the men ran off. Ahmed took charge of the macaque and 
after obtaining the relevant permits he transported the young male to 
Bouhachem where after various tests of his ability to survive in the wild, he was 
released to a wild group.



International Outreach 

BMAC’s international profile rose still further in 2018 with team members attending conferences and meetings in Estonia, Hungary and Kenya. We were invited to 
take part in discussions about the illegal trade for a German radio station and for the French internet publication, EVI Mag. The link to the article (in French) can be 
found here http://eco-volontaire-international.com/evi-mag-illustre-ca-ne-mimporte-pas-edition-n4/?fbclid=IwAR1nsFH8fTLwzVuYX9x8_tc8DPSy_NNyzEI-
b7BH81suVYYVx-hSPyPcdws 

The team published a paper in Journal of Endangered Wildlife Research free to download here: https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10344-018-1230-x. We 
also contributed information about Barbary macaques in A FAO publication about Mediterranean Forests – freely available here http://www.fao.org/3/CA2081EN/
ca2081en.PDF. One of our most exciting observations of 2018 was of two Eurasian otters which we spotted while surveying for Barbary macaques in a steep river 
canyon. The report can be downloaded here https://www.iucnosgbull.org/Volume35/Waters_Harrad_2018.pdf. BMAC volunteers, Sian, Lucy and Sherrie were 
guest editors for a special issue of the journal Folia Primatologia which published a special issue about the use of ethnography in primate conservation. https://
www.karger.com/Journal/Issue/277060
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We welcomed the team of Zoo Helsinki, who work hard to raise money to 
support our conservation work. 

We were delighted to welcome the only person to 
conduct his doctoral research on Barbary macaques in 
the Talessemtane National Park. Dr Patrick Mehlman 
worked in Talessemetane in the 1980s studying the 
macaques and living in what were then even more 
remote conditions. We were very glad to take Patrick to 
visit the old forestry house where he lived and we even 
saw what may have been his study group. Here he is 
with the BMAC team on his final day with us in May.



Supporters 

Without the following organisations and individuals, we would not be able to do any of our conservation work.  
A huge thank you to the following for their support in 2018:

Association Beauval Nature pour la Conservation et la Recherche, France  
Gaia Nature Fund, GaiaZOO, The Netherlands 
People’s Trust for Endangered Species (PTES), UK  
Zoo Vienna, Austria  
Association Francaise des Parcs Zoologiques, France  
Conservatoire Pour La Protection Des Primates  
Zoo Helsinki, Finland  
Blair Drummond Safari Park, UK  
Parco Natura Viva, Italy  
Royal Zoological Society of Scotland 
NaturZoo Rheine, Germany 
Alameda Wildlife Conservation Park, Gibraltar  
All our anonymous donors  
All our volunteers for their tireless and dedicated support  
Haut Commissariat aux Eaux et Forêts et à la Lutte Contre la Désertification  
Faculty of Science, Université Abdelmalek Essaadi, Tétouan  
The Education Departments of Fnideq, Larache, Mdiq and Tétouan 
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