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Research 
Third phase of Barbary macaque population survey

In November 2014, we began surveying the areas in and around the 
Talessemtane National Park, south of Chaouen. The results of the entire 
survey will inform official decisions about the future management of the 
Barbary macaque in the region. This is the third phase of our survey of the 
Tangier-Tetouan region, north Morocco, the information from which is being 
used to develop a GIS map of macaque group locations.  When the survey 
is concluded we will have a very accurate picture of where Barbary 
macaques still occur and how fragmented the population may be.  This will 
enable us to plan our resources and funding, and work with Moroccan 
officials, to put in place the best conservation plan possible for the Barbary 
macaques in the region. 
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In the first two phases of our survey, we identified two main 
populations – in Bouhachem, and in the limestone massif which starts at 
Tétouan and continues to Talem Bot.  We now need to find out whether the 
latter population is connected to another potentially healthy population 
whose main stronghold is the National Park of Talessemtane and the land 
southward to Bab Taza. 

DNA research project
Last summer we assisted a project based in Italy by collecting 

macaque faeces to enable researchers to look at the macaques' DNA. This 
also gave us the opportunity to train our conservation intern, Kenza, in 
sample collection. The most difficult part was locating fresh macaque faeces, 
but by searching over several days and locations, we were able to collect 
enough samples. 
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https://www.facebook.com/kenza.elharrad


Dog Health Project
Our Dog Health Project (DHP) fulfils the dual aim of improving dog 

and human health in the villages around Bouhachem, and communicating 
to the people we work with that they matter to us as much as the macaques 
do. We undertook some data collection on dog ownership to inform the 
next steps of our programme, which will be carried out in collaboration with 
the state veterinary authorities. All of the information collected is vital in 
ensuring that our community initiatives are implemented successfully and 
efficiently, for the benefit of people, domestic animals and conservation. 

In April 2014, we were assisted in the DHP by Luis Flores, a 
veterinarian from Spain who gave us his input on the positive impact we 
could make through implementing dog sterilisation as part of the 
programme in future. 
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Education & communications
2014 was a busy year for our education, awareness and 

communication activities. Beginning in January, we were very happy to be 
invited to take part in the first scientific meeting held at the Rabat Zoo. The 
theme of the meeting was Wildlife Conservation in Morocco and Sian 
Waters, Director of BMAC, was invited to present an overview of our 
conservation work. 

Lessons 
Also in 2014, Kenza had her first experience of our education 

programme in schools. The BMAC team visited a school close to Tétouan, 
where the close proximity of macaque groups means that the children were 
able to tell us a lot that they already knew about the macaques, having seen 
them when they are playing in the mountains above the village. 
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In March, Kenza and Ahmed were invited to attend the Ecoloschools 
Day held in Tétouan. In addition to Kenza delivering a lesson on Barbary 
macaques, she gave her first lesson about the water cycle, using resources 
from the Primate Education Network website. We were delighted to be 
presented with a certificate acknowledging our education work as the day 
came to a close. In July, we attended a Science Day hosted by The 
Moroccan Scientific Community, where we used video, information panels 
and a presentation to teach around 95 children from all over Morocco about 
the Barbary macaques. 

In December, Kenza and Ahmed visited Instituto de Enseñanza 
Secundaria (I.E.S.) in Ceuta, where the children really enjoyed the lesson 
and had very kindly done some fundraising for us by keeping a collection 
box in their classroom. 

Football for macaques 
In April, schools from around Bouhachem held a football tournament 

in Moulay Abdsalom, and the Schools’ Director invited BMAC to participate. 
All the teams wore our shirts as they played, and each team received a 
special talk on the Barbary macaques.  
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The football theme continued in May when we travelled to Khizana at 
the invitation of Gibraltar-based NGO Rifcom. Rifcom works to improve 
conditions in village schools and to raise awareness about diverse topics, 
which now include Barbary macaque conservation. We were very grateful to 
Julian Camble and Mari Bell-Jones for inviting us to attend the tournament. 

New communications team 
We were very lucky in late 2014 to be joined by two fantastic 

communications and PR volunteers. Marjolaine Abgrall, from France, and 
Lisette Keetman, from the Netherlands, are both highly qualified and 
motivated, and started by helping us begin building our new website and 
expand our social media reach. We look forward to continuing to work with 
them, and learning from their experience. 

National Geographic 
In November, National Geographic released an article entitled 

‘Monkeys of Morocco’, which featured a mention of our work and Sian 
Waters’ experience with Barbary macaques. 

Primate welfare and release
Patas monkeys at Casablanca airport

In January, two patas monkeys were intercepted at Casablanca, 
having been transported trapped in a suitcase as potential victims of the 
primate pet trade. Fortunately, thanks to Amal El Bekri, Ahmad Tazi, Ahmed 
El Harrad, Sian Waters and the Moroccan wildlife authorities, the monkeys 
were quickly transported to a wildlife sanctuary in The Gambia, where they 
are now doing well and being prepared for release into the wild. 

Dog attack victim 
In February 2014, the BMAC team came to the aid of a female 

macaque who was attacked by four dogs in the forest. Having chased the 
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dogs away, the team stood guard as the shocked and wounded female 
regained her strength. She eventually managed to climb to safety and the 
team withdrew as her group began to return and another macaque joined 
her in the tree. The experience was very traumatic, but Barbary macaques 
are resilient and her chances of survival were high. 

Abandoned macaque released into the forest 
In June, we were alerted by a forestry official to the presence of a 

macaque abandoned on a busy main road. Ahmed and Kenza rescued the 
macaque, a female around 2 years of age, and took her back to the only 
accommodation we have available, which is our office in Tétouan. The 
macaque was very thirsty and hungry and we had to remove a large collar 
and chain from around her neck. We are used to keeping confiscated 
macaques for a few days as travel papers are prepared for the journey to the 
Rabat Zoo. Unfortunately and unsurprisingly the zoo is now over capacity 
with Barbary macaques and it would be bad for the welfare of their existing 
group to try and include more. We were not sure if the macaque would be a 
good candidate for release into the wild but we were left with little option 
after she had been living in our office for more than a week.  

�8



We made the decision to try to integrate her into a wild group and 
Ahmed and Kenza took her to a very remote part of the forest in 
Bouhachem. Whilst Ahmed tried to locate the wild group we know lives in 
that part of the forest, Kenza monitored the little female's behaviour. It was a 
great relief to see her behave very normally and not show fear of her 
surroundings. Even better was her reaction when she heard the wild group 
coming close. She ran towards the group without a backward glance at 
Kenza. We knew when she had made contact with the wild macaques as we 
heard some calls of greeting and then silence - no sounds of aggression or 
fighting. We hope we see this little female safely integrated with her new 
group in the future. 

Capacity Building
Our capacity building work continued throughout 2014 as we 

continued our regular discussions with people around Bouhachem about 
what they need and want from our initiatives.  
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Thanks to everyone who contributed to our crowdfunding campaign 
in May 2014, we are able to construct the internal walls of our conservation 
and education centre over the summer. Briquetterie de Tetouan donated 
500 bricks, and a number of individuals donated bathroom accessories, a 
kitchen sink and a fitted kitchen, and some windows. We also started a 
compost heap and continued to work on raising funds for the completion of 
the centre so that we can begin using it from autumn 2015. 

Collaborations
Photography in the field 

In November, we were joined for a few weeks by wildlife 
photographer Andrew Walmsley, who donated his time to come with us to 
the field, and went to great lengths to photograph the macaques - who 
aren’t habituated to humans - without stressing them. We were all thrilled 
with the results and have already put many of the photos to good use in our 
awareness-raising activities.  
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Barbary macaques in art 
In September, we were delighted to be included in the 52 Weeks - 

Nature Painting Challenge, an initiative set up by artist Kitty Harvill to raise 
awareness of endangered species through art. Over thirty artists took part in 
the Barbary macaque week, producing fantastic art using a wide range of 
media. Many of the artists subsequently donated their pictures for us to use 
as we wish, for which we are very grateful. 

Supporters 
We are all very grateful to our supporters and donors, whose 

continued generosity makes our work possible. Thank you to IPPL, AFdPZ, 
Association Beauval Nature pour la Conservation et la Recherche, Le 
Conservatoire pour la Protection des Primates, FAADA, HSI, MarocAtlas 4x4, 
NaturZoo Rheine and all the individuals who donated money or in-kind 
support during 2014. 
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Keep in touch 

www.barbarymacaque.org 

www.facebook.com/BarbaryMacaqueAwarenessandConservation 

www.twitter.com/barbarymacaque 

www.instagram.com/barbary_macaque 

bmacaque@gmail.com 
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